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Dear AEF Friends & Supporters,

On behalf of everyone at the Ascend Educational Fund, thank you for making our second scholarship season 
a huge success!  As our 2014 AEF Scholars begin their college careers, in large part due to your generous 
support, I want to take this opportunity to review our 2014 scholarship season.

AEF was founded with the straightforward mission to enable and encourage higher education and 
professional achievement for the immigrant community. Regardless of ethnicity, national origin or 
immigration status, we envision every exceptional student in New York City as having the same educational 
and professional opportunities.

Thanks to your support, 2014 has surpassed our expectations: with over 130 supporters attending our 
Inaugural Gala, AEF being featured in Bloomberg News, raising $30,000 from our first ever Indiegogo online 
campaign, and twice as many volunteers participating in our Selection Committee. 

In our second year, we received over 340 applications and awarded $63,000 (95% of funds raisedª), in college 
scholarships to nine deserving students, or 96% more scholarship funds than in 2013!

Our proudest achievement, however, continues to be our Scholars, who embody the diversity and 
perseverance of our immigrant community. Our nine AEF Scholars were awarded a total of $63,000, with an 
average award of almost $8,000.b They are citizens and non-citizens, some attending Ivy League colleges, 
others starting at community colleges, and representing countries such as the Dominican Republic, Mexico, 
South Korea and Tibet.  

As I reflect on our incredible second year, it is not possible to imagine we would have come this far without 
your help.  In particular, I want to recognize a few individuals who dedicated countless hours and resources 
to making 2014 a success- Antonia Bernal, Arthur Li, Danaus Chang and our entire Gala Committee.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I thank you for your support in helping us to “Elevate our Community 
through Higher Education.”

CHAIRMAN
LETTER FROM THE

Warmest Regards,
 

Julissa Arce  
AEF Chairman of the Board

a. Funds raised includes net profits from the first annual gala, and all other funds raised throughout the year.
b. One of our 2014 Scholars was selected only to the mentorship program and did not receive financial assistance.

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2014-02-04/young-bankers-seek-good-yield-with-their-own-nonprofits.html
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IN OUR  SECOND YEAR

OUR MISSION
TO ENABLE AND ENCOURAGE HIGHER EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL 

ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE IMMIGRANT COMMUNITY.

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT

We selected nine scholars, attending colleges including Cornell University, Bard 
College, Penn State, Baruch College, Harvard, Princeton, and Union College.

We awarded a total of $63,000 (including $30,000 from our inaugural Indiegogo 
campaign) - 97% more than our prior year and above our goal of $30,000.

We hosted our first annual gala, with over 130 people in attendance and $8,000 
raised in our silent auction alone.

1. We make a time and capital intensive commitment to our scholars: Our awards are 
between $2,500 and $20,000, and we enroll all Ascend Educational Fund Scholars in an intensive 
academic and professional Mentorship Program. 

2. We serve all immigrant students regardless of national origin, ethnicity and 
immigration status: Most college scholarships limit their awards on the basis of ethnicity and 
immigration status. We target and serve all immigrants, from Bolivian to Japanese, from citizen 
to non-citizen.
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SELECTION PROCESS
AEF scholars were selected based on qualities 
traditionally valued and demonstrated by the 
immigrant community: hard work, resourcefulness, 
perseverance in the face of adversity, academic 
achievement, leadership, and commitment to one’s 
community. All candidates submitted an application 
including two required essays: (1) Describe your 
academic and career goals and the initiative you 
have taken to fulfill those goals. In achieving those 
goals, have you acted as an exemplary role model 
in your community, if so, please describe? and (2) 
Describe how your experience as an immigrant or a 
child of immigrants has affected your life and how it 
will contribute to your future success.

AEF SCHOLAR

Over 1,175 applications were opened online, and 344 completed applications were submitted. Of 
the completed applications submitted, 65% were by females and 35% were by males. Our Selection 
Committee, comprised of 63 volunteers, selected the top 22 candidates to interview in person (7% 
of applicants). Interviews were conducted in mid-May, and all finalists completed two interviews.  
While all were deserving of an AEF Scholarship, we selected nine scholars representing Bangladesh, 
Burma, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, India, Mexico, South Korea, and Tibet.
Our applicants represented all five boroughs of Manhattan: 30%  Bronx, 28%  Manhattan, 20%  
Brooklyn, 12%  Queens, and 10%  Staten Island.
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APPLICATIONS BY BOROUGH

SELECTION DATA
AEF SCHOLAR

APPLICATIONS BY NATION OF ORIGIN

FINALIST INTERVIEWS
M/F FINALIST RATIO

$39,000
Average household income for applicants

$27,000
Average household income for finalists

AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD INCOME

In 2014, we received nearly 350 applications from 145 New 
York City High Schools. Our applicants represented 48 

countries.

Regardless of ethnicity, national origin, or immigration status, we envision every 
exceptional student having the same educational and professional opportunities.
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AEF SCHOLARS
MEET OUR 2014 

A Tibetan refugee who 
immigrated from India 
three years ago and whose 
journey to the United 
States has been nothing 
short of remarkable. At 
the age of six, his family 
embarked on a trek across 
the Himalayas to Nepal to 
escape his homeland of 
Tibet. He was subsequently 
sent by his family to India, 
where he was educated 
by monks. Reunited with 
his family, he is now an 
avid break dancer with a 
passion for robotics. This 
Scholar’s good nature 
and endless optimism are 
palpable when you are in 
his presence. This fall he 
will attend Binghamton 
University, majoring 
in Astrophysics. This 
Indiegogo Community 
Scholarship recipient 
dreams of being part of a 
NASA mission.

A young man who 
immigrated from 
Bangladesh at the age 
of 4 and now lives in 
Brooklyn. This Arthur Li 
Distinguished Rising 
Star Award recipient will 
attend Cornell University, 
and his long-term goal is 
to become the CEO of his 
own open-source software 
company. He has endured 
extreme poverty and 
helps to care for his young 
nephew, doing homework 
late at night when his 
duties are done. In his 
words, his dream is to be a 
“lifelong scholar.”

A young woman who 
immigrated from Ecuador 
and now lives in Inwood. 
This Danaus Awesome 
Achievement Award 
recipient is in the top 2% 
of her graduating class. 
Inspired by her own 
scoliosis diagnosis and her 
mother’s stomach cancer, 
her long-term dream is 
to become a pediatrician. 
She will attend The College 
of Saint Rose this fall and 
study Biology. She is active 
in the community and led 
a campaign to raise funds 
and awareness for children 
in Africa who cannot afford 
shoes. She highlighted 
that the struggles of 
an immigrant is what 
motivated her to keep 
moving forward.
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A young woman whose 
parents immigrated 
from Mexico. She is 
passionate about science 
and improving human 
health. She has successfully 
maintained an A average 
while also working part-
time in the evening 
cleaning medical facilities. 
She has contributed 360 
hours of community service 
during her high school 
career, highlighted by a trip 
to Mali in West Africa with 
buildOn. In addition, she 
spends significant hours 
conducting lab work and 
is proud to have earned 
Second Place in the Bronx 
Science and Engineering 
Fair at Lehman College. She 
will attend Union College 
and plans to pursue 
biomedical engineering.

An Indian-Bengali young 
woman who dreams of 
becoming a chemical 
engineer to help identify 
a cure for cancer. She took 
it upon herself to research 
mentors in cancer research 
and has worked under 
a Chemistry Professor 
at CUNY’s York College. 
A survivor of domestic 
violence, she strives to be 
independent in order to 
achieve her dreams and 
find her true purpose in life. 
She holds several part-time 
jobs to contribute to her 
family’s finances. She will 
attend Penn State this fall.

A Burmese immigrant 
who moved to the US at 
the age of 8 and currently 
resides in Woodside with 
his family. He will attend 
Princeton and study 
Economics. He earned 
straight As in high school 
and achieved the highest 
possible score on every AP 
exam, despite struggling 
with English when he first 
moved to America. He 
enjoys extemporaneous 
speaking, founded his 
school’s Woodworking Club 
and Eco-Design Club, and is 
also a Set Design Director. 
In 2013, he had lunch with 
Michelle Obama for the 
National Design Awards. 
His dream is to continue to 
develop his leadership skills 
and ultimately have an 
impact in developing the 
future of Burma.
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A young man who 
immigrated from Mexico 
and is graduating from one 
of the top high schools in 
the nation. He received 
a score of 3 and above 
on five AP exams. This 
CUNY Excellence Award 
recipient will attend Baruch 
College. He promoted the 
values of hard work and 
perseverance to those 
around him through the 
Big Brother Big Sister 
program at his high 
school. Through success in 
education and business, he 
hopes to promote social 
change and improve his 
community. He believes it 
is the youth’s responsibility 
to change any negative 
stigmas associated with the 
immigrant community.

A young woman who 
immigrated from the 
Dominican Republic 
three years ago, leaving 
her mother and two 
siblings behind. Following 
tremendous hardship, 
she finally feels a sense 
of safety and calm in her 
fourth foster home, and is 
proud to say her struggles 
have not stopped her. She 
actively gives back to the 
immigrant community 
by mentoring students 
to improve their basic 
literacy skills, and educates 
immigrants about their 
rights with Community 
Voices Heard. She will 
attend Bard College this 
fall and plans to pursue a 
degree in a social science.

A South Korean young 
man whose family left 
everything behind to give 
him a chance of obtaining 
a better education. His 
internship at Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center was cut short due 
to his status, but he did not 
give up and successfully 
campaigned with the 
director to re-instate his 
position.   His courage 
and resilience earned him 
admission to Harvard, 
where he will major in 
Biology. This Arthur Li 
Distinguished Rising Star 
Award recipient plans to 
pursue a career in medicine 
and research. In his own 
words, his status empowers 
him to work harder and 
to always lend a helping 
hand to those who are 
struggling.
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WE  hosted our second annual Mentor Picnic on Sunday, June 22, 2014 at 
New York City’s Central Park. Our second class of AEF Scholars were 
introduced to his/her mentor and the group spent the afternoon playing 

games and icebreakers to get to know each other in teams. Scholars were also able to 
meet three of our 2013 scholars, giving the group the opportunity to ask the difficult 
questions as they embark on their first semester of college.

The afternoon allowed AEF the chance to celebrate each of our scholars with their 
families, introduce the AEF mentors to their mentees, and establish a foundation for 
the scholars and mentors to develop a meaningful connection.

MENTOR PICNIC
AEF’S SECOND ANNUAL
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WEhosted our First 
Annual Gala on 
Saturday, February 

8, 2014. The Gala was a huge 
success with over 130 people 
gathered in the Prince George 
Ballroom in Gramercy. 

Bassoonist, Rami Taghavi, and 
Clarinetist, Miao Zhao, opened 
the evening with an outstanding 
classical musical set. Following 
welcome remarks by Diana 
Melencio, member of the AEF 
Board of Directors and Gala Chair, 
the Chinese Center of Long Island 
Dancers performed two dance 
ensembles, including a lion dance 
troupe and a traditional bamboo 
hat dance. Two of our AEF 

Scholars inspired the audience 
with their stories and gratitude, 
and Julissa Arce, chairman of 
the board, gave a poignant 
speech. Mariachi Citlalli kicked 
off the dance portion of the 
evening, followed by DJ Cornelius 
McMoyler and dancing.

AEF was able to raise over $8,000 
from the silent auction alone. 
Auction items included a one 
week stay at an oceanfront home 
with private pool in Bonaire, two 
nights in a suite at the luxurious 
Setai Miami Beach Hotel, a 
personal stylist session with 
Samantha Brown, one month of 
The Bar Method, and dinner for 
four at Osteria Morini.

ANNUAL GALA
AEF’S FIRST 

AEF was able to 
raise over $8,000 
from the silent 
auction alone.

We would like to thank everyone 
who attended and all of our 
sponsors. In particular, we 
would like to thank CUNY, Tito’s 
Handmade Vodka, Mercadito, 
Osteria Morini and Hecho en 
Dumbo for their generous 
contributions.  
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WE launched AEF’s Spring Campaign on Wednesday, 
April 23, 2014 at The Chester in the Gansevoort 
Hotel in the Meatpacking district of Manhattan.

 The event highlighted the launch of AEF’s first Indiegogo 
campaign. AEF supporters gathered throughout the evening and 
helped kick off the campaign with $7,600 raised in three days. 
Our original goal was to raise $15,000 through the Indiegogo 
campaign, but we far exceeded our expectations and doubled 
the amount for a total of $30,000 raised through Indiegogo. 

INDIEGOGO CAMPAIGN
AEF’S SPRING CAMPAIGN LAUNCH &

We raised 
$30,000 
through 
Indiegogo!
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AEF
SUPPORTER
CIRCLE

AEF Supporters must commit to at least $5,000 toward 
our scholarship funds.

SNEHAL AMIN
ARTHUR LI 

ALBERT SONG

AEF
ADVISORY

BOARD
The Advisory Council for AEF consists of thoughtful 

leaders who are instrumental in ensuring the longevity 
of our organization by providing advice and guidance 

to the Board of Directors. 

DANAUS CHANG
ARTHUR LI

FRIENDS
OF

AEF
Friends of AEF are recognized as supporters who 
contribute at least $1,000 to our scholarship funds. 

KAREN HAYCOX
BEN NGAN

RAPHAEL ZAGURY

Learn more about how you can 
support AEF at 
www.ascendfundny.org
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ASCEND EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC
P.O. BOX 538

NEW YORK, NY 10008

www.ascendfundny.org
info@ascendfundny.org


